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20 LIVES A grandmother and a
dancer were among those claimed
by New York’s freeze. PAGE A12 Students entering a classroom at an Academy of Hope school in Deir al-Balah, in the Gaza Strip.
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JERUSALEM — In the midst of
a crowded camp for displaced Pal-
estinians in southern Gaza, a gate
with a jarringly upbeat poster of a
bright red cartoon racing car
sticks out. Inside, a passageway to
a compound of tent classrooms is
adorned with children’s drawings
more reflective of real life.

One shows an orange and yel-
low home, green grass and olive
trees over the handwritten words

“I had a house, but today I have
nothing.”

Raseel al-Shaer, 12, pauses to
tell a visitor how good it feels to be
learning alongside other children
again in al-Mawasi. “Here, it is
safe,” she says. “No drones or
bombs. The best thing is sitting at
a desk and seeing the teacher and

the board, and holding a pencil
again.”

Quietly, and despite consider-
able risk, a network of free private
schools for war orphans and other
children has sprouted in the Gaza
Strip. The schools, called Acade-
mies of Hope, are the brainchild of
a Palestinian American neurosur-
geon, Dr. David Hasan, who first
visited Gaza on medical relief mis-
sions soon after Israel invaded
Gaza in the wake of the Hamas-led
attack on Oct. 7, 2023.

Gaza Schools Offer Lessons in ‘Peace Building’
By DAVID M. HALBFINGER

and BILAL SHBAIR
American’s Brainchild

for Children of War
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village cooking that you almost
never find in urban areas.

Her venture has turned the
unglamorous work of roadside
food vending into something
fashionable, earning her a large
social media following and prom-
inent customers, including poli-
ticians, musicians and influenc-
ers.

Yet the same qualities that 

GABORONE, Botswana —
Just about everyone close to
Tshephiso Marumo condemned
her when she chose to sell ears
of corn door-to-door a decade
ago after earning an honors
degree from a university in her
native Botswana. It was the sort
of thing that people in the south-
ern African nation looked down
upon as poor people’s work, not
something for a sophisticated
graduate with dreams of becom-
ing a journalist.

One of her former professors
was so dismayed that he deri-
sively nicknamed her Mmam-
midi, a Setswana term that
roughly translates to Corn Lady.

Ms. Marumo, 33, shrugged off
the criticism and has since
turned that humble beginning
into what many people in
Botswana call a tale of triumph
and inspiration: She has opened
two roadside food stalls in the
capital, Gaborone, that have
become a hit, selling traditional

‘Corn Lady’ Builds a Business,
Not Always Smiling Ear to Ear

By JOHN ELIGON 
and YVONNE MOOKA

GLOBAL PROFILE TSHEPHISO MARUMO

Tshephiso Marumo has a rep-
utation as a social media bully.

JOAO SILVA/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Continued on Page A10

Mayor Zohran Mamdani said
on Wednesday that New York City
would soon restart sweeping
homeless encampments, ending a
pause that he instituted on the
fifth day of his tenure after ex-
pressing skepticism about the ap-
proach.

The move comes as the mayor’s
handling of homelessness has
come under scrutiny during a re-
cent cold snap in New York City
that led to at least 20 deaths, and
concerns that the number of en-
campments has grown since Mr.
Mamdani took office. The admin-
istration has said it does not be-
lieve that any of the deceased
were living in encampments.

Mr. Mamdani said that he was
changing aspects of the way the
city conducted the sweeps, after
concluding that the policy under
his predecessor, Eric Adams, had
put homeless New Yorkers in dan-
ger and was ineffective at per-
suading them to move into shel-
ters.

The mayor said that the Police
Department would no longer lead
such interagency efforts; instead,
the encampment sweeps would be
led by the Department of Home-

Mayor Revives
Plan to Remove

Encampments

By EMMA GOLDBERG
and JEFFERY C. MAYS
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WASHINGTON — In Colorado,
historically a hub of coal mining,
legislators are planning to give
drivers a $2,000 discount on new
electric vehicles, more than dou-
ble the current amount offered by
the state.

In Virginia, where data centers
are driving a record surge in elec-
tricity demand, lawmakers want
to make it easier for counties to
approve sprawling solar farms.

And in California, a longtime
leader in environmental policy,
legislators want fossil fuel compa-
nies to help cover soaring home
insurance costs caused by wild-
fires and other climate disasters.

Across the country, Democrat-
ic-led states are accelerating their
efforts to address climate change
as action stalls at the federal level.
Their initiatives took on newfound
urgency last week, when the
Trump administration moved to
stop regulating greenhouse gases
from the burning of fossil fuels,
the main driver of Earth’s danger-
ous warming.

Experts said a patchwork of
state climate policies was no sub-
stitute for federal leadership. But
they added that state action would
be crucial for the United States —
historically the largest emitter of
greenhouse gases — to continue
shifting away from fossil fuels and
toward cleaner energy while
President Trump remains in of-
fice.

“The transition to cleaner, non-
fossilized fuel is happening very
rapidly even though Donald
Trump is trying to slow down this
progress,” said Jay Inslee, a Dem-
ocrat and the former governor of
Washington State. “The states are
tremendous powers in this clean
energy transition we’re going
through.”

The Environmental Protection
Agency last week overturned the
scientific determination that car-
bon dioxide, methane and four
other greenhouse gases were a
threat to public health and wel-
fare. Known as the endangerment
finding, the ruling had required 

STATES TAKE LEAD
AS TRUMP LEAVES

VOID ON CLIMATE

DEMOCRATIC AREAS ACT

A New Push for Clean
Energy by Governors

and Legislators

By MAXINE JOSELOW
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WASHINGTON — The Rev.
Jesse Jackson’s death comes at a
moment when Black voters are
hugely influential within the Dem-
ocratic Party and there are more
Black senators than ever before —
yet the future of Black representa-
tion in the House of Representa-
tives is uncertain.

The Supreme Court is set to rule
in the coming months on a case
that will determine the fate of a
key provision of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, the federal law that
undergirds Southern Black repre-
sentation in the House. In argu-
ments last fall, the conservative-
leaning court seemed skeptical of
a key provision of the law, a signa-
ture achievement of the civil
rights era.

Black voters overwhelmingly
support the Democratic Party, de-
spite President Trump’s notable
gains with them in 2024, and some
Democrats and Black faith lead-
ers argue that the country is going
backward on civil rights.

“We are witnessing right now in
real time the kind of attack on vot-
ing rights that really does harken
back to the darkest days of the civ-
il rights struggle,” Senator Ra-
phael Warnock, a Georgia Demo-
crat and the pastor of the historic
Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlan-
ta, said on Tuesday. “I owe it to
Rev. Jackson, and we owe it to the
next generation, to pass voting
rights and ensure that we level the
playing field so that every voice
can be heard in our democracy.”

Some conservatives say that
decades of rising political power
for Black Americans mean that
old legal and policy interventions
like the Voting Rights Act are no
longer necessary.

During oral arguments in the
case in October, Justice Brett M.
Kavanaugh said that “this court’s
cases, in a variety of contexts,
have said that race-based reme-
dies are permissible for a period of
time — sometimes for a long peri-
od of time, decades in some cases
— but that they should not be in-
definite, and should have an end
point.”

Some Black Republicans, how-
ever, have voiced support for the
civil rights legislation.

“I think the Voting Rights Act is
very important — it’s an impor-

A Crucial Hour 
For Black Clout
In U.S. Politics

Jackson Legacy Looms
in Voting Rights Case

By REID J. EPSTEIN
and NICK CORASANITI
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Mikaela Shiffrin won her first Olympic gold medal since 2018, dominating the women’s slalom on
Wednesday. She now has three individual Olympic golds, the most by an American skier. Page B7.

Zigzagging Back to Glory

President Trump has relied on Steve
Witkoff and Jared Kushner for the Iran
and Ukraine negotiations. PAGE A9

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

Diplomacy Without Diplomats
A case against six Democrats accused
of sedition was rushed at the end and
rejected by a grand jury. PAGE A16

NATIONAL A11-20

Justice Department Bungle
Meta’s C.E.O. said users valued time on
the app, as he was grilled at trial about
child safety. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-6

Zuckerberg Defends Instagram
Emails between Naomi Campbell and
the convicted sex offender include pleas
for trips on his private plane. PAGE D1

THURSDAY STYLES D1-8

Supermodel in Epstein Files
An Oscar contender for “Blue Moon,”
Ethan Hawke put to use his anxiety
about how success is fleeting. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-6

A Star Leaned Into Fear

Thomas L. Friedman PAGE A23

OPINION A22-23

A 300-mile journey on Highway 1, once
ravaged by war, revealed pristine as-
phalt but a muddled future. PAGES A6-7

Afghanistan’s Long Road Back
On and off the runways at New York
Fashion Week, examples of how to
dress strikingly and cozily. PAGE D7

Fashion for the Freeze

Bob Croft had an unusual lung capacity
that led him to make record-breaking
plunges into the Atlantic without a
scuba tank or fins. He was 91. PAGE B12

OBITUARIES B12-13

Record-Setting Diver
Tony Clark, executive director of the
Major League Baseball Players Associ-
ation, was involved in an inappropriate
relationship, an inquiry found. PAGE B11

SPORTS B7-11

Union Leader Steps Down

Moderna announced that the agency
would accept the company’s application
for approval of its flu vaccine. PAGE A20

F.D.A. Reversal on Flu Shot
Companies are realizing they now have
to promote themselves to robots as well
as to potential customers. PAGE B1

Chatbots as Influencers
Fritz Lang’s two-film “Die Nibelungen”
is best when presented live with a full
orchestra. Critic’s Notebook. PAGE C1

Silent, With Majestic Sound

SAN FRANCISCO — It was an-
nounced as the first big blizzard of
the year in California, and the
warnings were stark. The Na-
tional Weather Service posted on
Sunday that avalanche danger
was “high” — it rated the danger 4
out of 5 — and said travel to ava-
lanche-prone areas was “not rec-
ommended.”

As many families cut short their
Presidents’ Day weekends and
rushed home to beat the storm, 15
intrepid skiers, including four pro-
fessional guides, ventured out on
Sunday for a three-day trek into a
remote part of the Sierra Nevada
where just a few weeks earlier a
man had been buried in an ava-
lanche.

Another one struck at 11:30 a.m.
on Tuesday, as the group was fin-
ishing up its trip in the middle of
the blizzard.

“Avalanche!” someone yelled
just before the group was buried,
according to survivors’ accounts
relayed to Capt. Rusty Greene of
the Nevada County Sheriff’s De-
partment.

“It overtook them rather
quickly,” Captain Greene said.

On Wednesday, officials an-
nounced that eight of the skiers
had been found dead after being
overcome by the avalanche,
which was the size of a football
field. Another skier was missing
and presumed killed. It was the
worst snow disaster in modern
California history.

Six members of the group, one
man and five women, were res-
cued after they contacted the au-
thorities on Tuesday afternoon by
using avalanche beacons and
their iPhones’ SOS satellite func-
tions. They sheltered under a tarp
until rescuers reached them.

Rescue teams used a snowcat, a
vehicle with tank-like treads, and
traveled hours over rugged ter-

At Least 8 Die
In Avalanche

In California

15 Skiers Ventured Out
Despite Warnings

By THOMAS FULLER
and JILL COWAN
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THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, plenty of clouds, dry, high 42.
Tonight, mainly cloudy, a little rain
and drizzle late, low 34. Tomorrow,
plenty of clouds, rain and drizzle,
high 42. Weather map, Page B14.


